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Hillie shows 
public school 
education can 

take a student far 
It's long been a debate among parents and edu-

cators: How does public school education stack up 
against that offered by private schools? 

And more specifically, how does the education stu-
dents get at Haverhill High compare to the one they 
would get at places like Central Catholic or St. John's 
Prep? 

If you asked Ara Vartabedian, chances are he'd say 
the college preparation he got at Haverhill High would 
hold its own against those private schools. 

Who can argue against him? 
Much of the Haverhill High experience is what 

a student makes of it, as it is in any school setting. 
Indeed, Vartabedian made the most of his time at 
Haverhill High. 

He was consistently an honors student. He partici-
pated in athletics, playing ice hockey at a high level 
and running cross country. 

His efforts paid off. After graduating from Haverhill 
High in 1987, he attended Tufts University, where he 
excelled academically and graduated with a degree in 
mechanical engineering. 

Now, Vartabedian works at Sensata Technologies, 
where he has made a name for himself. He recently 
won a prestigious award from Sensata, successfully 
competing against other engineers from throughout 
the international company. (See story, Page 1.) 

He and a co-worker wrote a paper on the develop-
ment of an automotive transmission pressure sen-
sor. Each of Sensata's worldwide sites first hosted 
their own local competition. Vartabedian, 46, and his 
co-author Tyler Hanna won at their site in Attleboro. 
The win allowed Vartabedian to enter the global com-
petition held in China. An all-expense paid trip was 
included. 

Vartabedian said the technical paper he and his co-
author presented during the competition outlined the 
development of a pressure sensor for a newly designed 
transmission. 

"It's something we're constantly developing for 
almost each model year as they have new require-
ments and specifications for each model year and for 
different car companies," he said. 

So Vartabedian, like other students before and after 
him, has shown that a Haverhill High education can 
carry a student far. 

• And like a good Hillie, he has developed an appetite 
that served him well during his visit to the Far East. 

"All I can say is that it wasn't the same as Chinese 
food I've had in America," he said of what he dined on 
in China. "I had Peking duck, but I also ate at a KFC 
and we had pizza and pasta one night. Nothing too 
exciting, but I did learn to use chopsticks." 
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