   
[image: image1.png]



                                                   Dean M. Tsioropoulos, M.Ed / Director of Bands
                                                   978-374-5700 /  Fax: 978-374-5705 

                                                             dtsioropoulos@haverhill-ps.org
                                                             www.facebook.com/HaverhillBand
  137 Monument Street

  Haverhill, Massachusetts 01832        
                 JAZZ BAND HONORS 
                                 Syllabus
Jazz Band is open to all students through audition. Only the most proficient musicians are allowed in the Jazz Band and it is an honor to be invited to participate. The Jazz Band repertoire will include music in various jazz styles including blues, swing, latin and jazz/rock “fusion” styles emphasizing improvisation techniques and advanced technical skills. It is expected that students electing jazz band will participate in marching band which requires some after-school rehearsal time and full participation at football games, parades, and other civic and school events.
Class is Conducted According to the Following Principles:
Preparation 15%:

The ensemble will meet each day.  Students are expected to be prepared for each rehearsal with the following:
· Primary instrument w/accessories

· Music, practiced, notated as needed and ready to play

· Pencil

Organization 15%:

· Students are required to keep their music and personal goal evaluation sheets organized in a 3-ring binder. Small ½” or 1” binders work best and a 3-hole punch is available in class.

· Students are subject to periodic binder checks.

Dedication 10%: 

· Students are expected to practice regularly and to maintain a level of performance that supports the ensemble as a whole.

Cooperation 10%: 

· Students are expected to maintain exemplary class conduct and work in close cooperation with their bandmates and the director.

Participation 25%: 

· Students are expected to participate in all performances.  Complete attendance will count for 25% of your semester grade.  No shows will receive a failing grade.  Excused absences must be in written form one (1) week before any performance unless of a medical or family emergency. Any part-time job will not be considered an excused absence.  Varsity student athletes should review their game schedules to work out any conflicts that might occur.  
Evaluation 25%: 
· Students are expected to set personal goals and keep a journal of their progress.
· Students are also subject to periodic written and performance evaluations. 
· Students are expected to make measurable progress over the course of the semester.
Topics covered during class time will include, but not be limited to:

· Proper warm-up techniques.
· Major, Minor & Dominant Scales, Chords and Arpeggios. 
· Pentatonic and “blues” scales.
· Modes of the major scale.
· Improvisational techniques.

· Extended jazz harmony for harmonic instruments (keyboard, guitar)

· Harmonic and melodic embellishment and substitution.

· Elements of blues form, style and phrasing.
· Jazz stylistic genres & periods including Swing, Latin, Bebop and Jazz-Rock “Fusion”.
· Percussionists will gain experience and proficiency on the drum set.

· Basic –Advanced Music Theory (where applicable) and arrangement techniques.
