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GUITAR WORKSHOP
Syllabus
In Guitar Workshop, students will develop guitar skills in a variety of styles and techniques. Students will use those skills in various ensemble and solo performance situations.
Class is Conducted According to the Following Principles:

Preparation 15%:

Guitar Workshop will meet each day. Students are expected to be prepared for each class with the following:

· Guitar w/corresponding accessories (picks, strings, tuner, etc.)
· 3-ring binder
· Pencil

Organization 15%:

· Students are required to keep their music handout and personal goal evaluation sheets organized in a 3-ring binder. A 3-hole punch is available in class.

· Students are subject to periodic binder checks.

Dedication 10%: 

· Students are expected to practice regularly and to maintain a level of skill and knowledge that supports the class/ensemble as a whole.

Cooperation 10%: 

· Students are expected to maintain exemplary class conduct and work in close cooperation with their class/ensemble mates and the teacher. More experienced guitarists are encouraged to help coach less experienced classmates.
Participation 25%: 

· Students are expected to contribute to and participate in class discussion and performances.

· Students are encouraged to share information on a guitar style or technique through performance "clinics" for extra credit.  

Evaluation 25%: 
· Students are expected to set personal goals and keep a journal of their progress.
· Students are also subject to periodic written and performance evaluations. 
· Students are expected to make measurable progress over the course of the semester.
Topics covered during class time will include, but not be limited to:

· Tuning.

· Proper warm-up techniques.
· Identifying notes on the fingerboard.

· Intervals and fretboard patterns.

· Guitar notation methods including standard staff notation, chord diagrams and tablature. 

· Chord vocabulary including open and "barred' Major, Minor and Dominant, Chords along with open 5th "power chords" and octaves.
· Arpeggios and the "CAGED" system.

· Elements of blues form, style and phrasing.
· Pentatonic and “blues” scales.
· Modes of the major scale.
· Solo and ensemble guitar playing.

· Right hand techniques including alternate picking "sweep" picking, fingerstyle and "hybrid" picking..

· Improvisational techniques.

· Guitar history and genres.


