
Haverhill High Students Attend Second Credit for Life Fair 
 
The Credit for Life Fair is a financial literacy exercise where high school students 
are asked to make financial decisions on how they will spend/budget their 
money when out on their own. Students were assigned a career, salary, and 
credit score. They were also assigned checking and savings account balances. 
Based on their salary, they made decisions such as renting an apartment on 
their own or having a roommate, buying or leasing a vehicle, choosing a cable 
and cell phone plan, and saving for their retirement. Booths were set up for each 
financial decision the students had to make. The goal for the students was to 
have a better understanding of their future fiscal responsibilities. We taught 
them about balancing a budget and making choices about their finances, and 
they learned how one financial decision can greatly impact another and how to 
make better decisions.  
 
They were also faced with real life situations such as traffic tickets, car repairs, 
and destination weddings. Lastly, credit counselors reviewed each student's 
final budget one-on-one to ensure solvency or to help students learn how to live 
within their budget. Managing their own budget and seeing the actual cost of 
living provides a student with a whole new perspective on real life financial 
management and prepares them for a future of independence and financial 
responsibility. It also gave them a greater appreciation for what their parents are 
faced with daily. 
 
The idea for the Credit for Life Fair came about when the high school was 
awarded a Financial Literacy Grant. Not only did Haverhill High School put 
together a financial literacy curriculum for the students, night school, and life 
learning program, but we were also able to provide IPads for many classrooms. 
The Fair was run by Haverhill Bank and Haverhill High School. Haverhill Bank 
subsidized the fair enabling the purchase of food, drinks, pipe and drape, and 
other items to make the experience better for the students.  
 
Lori Capra and Susan Finn from Haverhill High School coordinated the Fair, and 
approximately 50 students attended. The Fair was also attended by Haverhill 
community volunteers who agreed to run a booth and give the students as 
much of a "real life" situation as possible. Jefferson Davis from Coldwell Banker, 
Cedardale, Costello Insurance, and Poppins Salon were among the sponsors at 
each booth. The Emmaus House also had a booth encouraging students to 
volunteer time and become involved with the community. Haverhill Bank 
employees served as credit counselors and savings/retirement counselors. Look 
for Credit for Life 3 next year at the same time! For more information contact 
sfinn@haverhill-ps.org or lcapra@haverhill-ps.org 	  
	  



	  


