
 42 

FINE ARTS 
Performing, creating and responding to the arts at the high school level demands hard work, and at the same 

time offers students the satisfaction of sharing their ideas and talents with the school community. In the Fine 

Arts, students reflect on their progress, revise work to refine its expressive qualities, and look inward to try to 

understand themselves better. Involvement in the Fine Arts enhances maturity and helps students to appreciate 

the role of artist in society as both an innovator and a preserver of tradition. In addition, the Fine Arts help 

students make explicit links between their own ideas and the ideas of generations of artists who have come 

before them. Fine Arts will incorporate basic literacy skills to enable the student to express their ideas, 

creativity and understanding of the Arts. 

 
VISUAL ARTS 
 
BASIC FOUNDATIONS IN ART [E]  CRS H5501 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Basic Foundations in Art is open to all students. The course includes experiences in the use of both two and three 
dimensional materials and concentrates on elements of design as they relate to painting, drawing, printmaking, ceramics, 
sculpture and other media. Students are expected to do outside projects as assigned by the instructor. Basic Foundations in 
Art is a required course for students wishing to take all  further studio courses in the visual arts, including Studio 
Drawing, Studio Painting, Commercial Art, Jewelry Making, Ceramics & Sculpture, Photography, Digital 
Photography, and Computer Graphics. NOTE: Classical Academy students successfully completing the year-long 
course, will me the requirement of Basic Art and a computer technology course. 
 
STUDIO DRAWING [E]  CRS H5505 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2  S 
 

Students will be taught to draw accurately, expressively and creatively. Materials such as pencil, pen and ink, charcoal, 
markers, pastel, conte crayon, silver point and scratchboard will be explored. Students will demonstrate proficiency in 
a variety of drawing approaches including contour, gesture and sketch rendering. Note: Freshmen who have passed Basic 
Foundations of Art during their first semester are eligible for this course for the second semester of their freshmen 
year. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art. 
 
STUDIO PAINTING [E] CRS H5507 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Students will be exposed to painting as a means of expression and a refinement of the visual sense. Each student will 
demonstrate technical proficiency in a variety of media, including tempera, acrylic, watercolor and mixed media.  
Note: Freshmen who have passed Basic Foundations of Art during their first semester are eligible for this course for 
the second semester of their freshmen year. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art. 
 
FINE ARTS APPRECIATION CRS H5508 GRADE   10  CR 1/2 S 
 
This course for students in the Classical Academy provides an overview of Art History and Music through the 
ages. Prerequisite:  Classical Connections 
 
JEWELRY MAKING [E] CRS H5511 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Jewelry Making concentrates on the manipulation of various materials such as metal, paper and clay to create pieces of 
jewelry.  Basic metal fabrication techniques will be employed including cold connections and soldering.   Solder-less wire 
jewelry and a variety of non-metal construction procedures will continually be explored. Prerequisite:  Passing grade in 
Basic Foundations in Art.      
 
ADVANCED JEWELRY [E] CRS H5512 GRADES 10-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Advanced Jewelry concentrates on more difficult processes involved in jewelry making.  Bezel stone setting, fusing, die 
forming and many more techniques are explored in the construction of these pieces. May be elected three times for credit.  
Prerequisite: Jewelry I  
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CERAMICS and SCULPTURE 1 [E] CRS H5513 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Students will be introduced to the use of clay as an art medium.  Basic construction techniques such as hand building, wheel 
throwing, and slab construction will be practiced.  Students will also learn finishing techniques for decorating and glazing 
their work.  Sculpture will also be explored.  A project using alternative materials such as plaster, wire, wood and paper will 
challenge students to create their own.  Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art. 
 

CERAMICS and SCULPTURE 2 [E] CRS H5514 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Ceramics and Sculpture II focuses on a more advanced study of techniques in ceramic and sculpture design and production.  
New techniques for construction and finishing will be explored.  The course also emphasizes the creation and development 
of 3-D design in different media.  Ceramics and Sculpture 2 may be elected four times for credit if a grade of C or better is 
achieved. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art, Ceramics and Sculpture 1. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 1 [E] CRS H5515 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Beginning students in Photography will explore the history of photography, the effect of light on various photo-sensitive 
materials, pinhole photography and photographic composition. Students will become involved in basic camera operation 
using adjustable SLR cameras. Basic black and white darkroom procedures and techniques will be stressed. Prerequisite: 
Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 2 [E] CRS H5517 GRADES 10-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Photography 2 focuses on more advanced study in black and white and color photography. Students will channel their 
photography skills into a more intense study of various areas such as architecture, portrait, animals, sport, and computer 
images, using special photographic techniques. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Photography 1. 

ADVANCED PHOTOGRAPHY [E] CRS H5518 GRADES 10-12 CR 1/2  S 
 
Advanced Photography focuses on the special techniques in black and white, color, and digital imaging, used today in 
photography. Students will intensify their studies and develop techniques in areas such as day and night, portrait, 
landscape, action and electronic photography. Advanced Photography may be elected four times for credit. Prerequisite: 
Passing Grade in Photography 2. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART HISTORY  CRS H5526 GRADES 11-12 CR 1                      Y 
 
Advanced Placement Art History is open to Juniors or Seniors. This course offers a chronological survey of Western art from 
the dawn of civilization to the present time. The course teaches students to understand works of art within their historical 
context by examining issues such as politics, religion, patronage, gender, function, and ethnicity. The course teaches students 
visual analysis of works of art and how to understand works of art through both contextual and visual analysis.  
 
ART MAJOR HONORS CRS H5527 GRADES 11-12 CR 1 Y
              
Art Major is designed for students who have an interest in pursuing the visual arts as a career in art school, college or 
university.  The course includes advanced work in all areas of visual art and involves both instructional and studio classes.  
Homework is assigned.  Preparation and presentation of a portfolio of student work is required at the completion of the 
course.  Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art., one studio class, and recommendation of teacher. 

 
PRINTMAKING CRS H5502 GRADES 9 -12 CR ½ S 
 
In this introductory course, students will become exposed to the art of printmaking, the production of a series of identical 
images.  Various techniques such as wood block, relief, mono-print, and silk screen will be explored.  Specific design 
problems will be given enabling the student to develop a vehicle for self expression while learning new methods. 
Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art. 
 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY and IMAGING CRS H5503 GRADES 10-12  CR ½ S 
 
This course explores the use of a digital camera to create images that will be altered and manipulated in the digital darkroom, 
primarily Adobe Photoshop Elements.  Use of the digital camera, settings, composition, image transfer will be explored.  
The focus of the class will be exploring and working towards proficiency with Photoshop as a tool to edit photographs and 
create images. From pixel resolution, saving and storing images to using layers and filters, the software will be explored in 
depth.  Focus is on creativity and personal expression through digital imaging. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Photography 2 
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SCULPTURE & 3-D DESIGN CRS H5504 GRADES 9-12 CR ½ S 
 
Explore 3-D design through the Elements of Art: Shape, Form and Space and the Principles of Design: Balance, Rhythm, 
Movement, and Proportion.  Use additive and subtractive processes to work with a variety of sculptural media: plaster, clay, 
wire, wood, stone, papier mache, found objects.  Learn construction methods, armature, and techniques for creating a 3 
Dimensional work of art.  Observe the work of sculptors throughout history and discover sculpture as a unique form of 
public and personal art. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art. 

 
COMMERCIAL ART & DESIGN CRS H5509 GRADES 9-12 CR ½     S 
 
Discover the world of commercial art as art that advertises, explains, informs, influences, narrates, entertains, attracts, adorns 
and the impact commercial artists have on society.  Explore the many careers for artists in the design field: graphic design 
and illustration, fashion, product and industrial design, architecture and interior design, etc.  Understand the strong link 
between traditional art and design specific techniques and learn the manual methods used by designers. 
Learn how to do a design presentation and prepare a portfolio. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Basic Foundations in Art. 
 
STAGECRAFT: THE ART OF THEATER CRS H5520       GRADES 10-12   CR ½                   S 
 
This course will explore the art of the theater: Scenery and Set Design, Costume Design and Construction, Makeup and 
Mask-making.  This is a studio art course and students will be designing and creating, as well as looking at the history of  
Stagecraft and. and  They will directly involved with one of the theater productions put on  at the high school. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO PLAYWRITING  CRS H5521 GRADES 10-12    CR ½               S
  
In this course students will explore the elements of playwriting including writing dialogue, staging, character development, 
through line of action, use of technology, story telling, stage directions, set design, and music as means of enhancing the 
story. The students will read and analyze plays, write vignettes to work on specific skills, adapt simple stories for the stage 
and workshop their own original one act play. The emphasis of the class will be on writing, acting, and reading. This is a 
class for those who are serious about writing and theatre. 
 
 

MUSIC 
 
MIXED CHORUS [E]  CRS H5551 GRADES 9-12 CR 1 Y 
 
Mixed Chorus is a Soprano, Alto, Bass  (SAB) ensemble, which gives the student an opportunity to learn the fundamentals 
of participating in a vocal ensemble.  The course emphasizes basic vocal technique, ear training and music reading skills. 
Required after-school rehearsals are held periodically, and all students are expected to participate in all performances 
including the school musicals.  Mixed Chorus may be elected four times for credit if a grade of C or better is earned each 
time.  

 
CONCERT CHOIR HONORS CRS H5557 GRADES 9-12 CR1                    Y 
 
Concert Choir is an advanced choral ensemble open by audition and permission only.  Achievement level is strictly enforced 
as a requirement for continued participation. Homework is required.  Required after-school rehearsals are held periodically, 
and all students are required to participate in all performances including the school musicals. Concert Choir may be elected 
four times for credit.  Prerequisite:  One year of Mixed, Girls’ or Boys’ Chorus. 

 
 

CHAMBER CHORUS HONORS CRS H5559 GRADES 10-12 CR 1 Y 
Chamber Chorus is open by audition or permission of the instructor to active Concert Choir members only.  This group 
offers experience in small ensemble literature of a demanding nature.  Homework is required.  Required after-school 
rehearsals are held periodically, and all students are required to participate in all performances.  Chamber Chorus may be 
elected four times for credit.  Prerequisite:  Concurrent registration in Concert Choir. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE [E]  CRS H5567  GRADES 9-12 CR 1 Y 
Instrumental Ensemble is open to all students who have previously studied a musical instrument (i.e. woodwind, brass or 
percussion. All other instruments per instructor approval) Students will work towards furthering their musical skills as well 
as proficiency on their instrument.  All students will be required to attend and participate in all performances (i.e. 
Winter/Spring Concert, Senior Chapel/Graduation) 
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BAND [E] AFTER SCHOOL CRS H5563A  GRADES 9-12  CR 1/4  Y 
 
The band program is open to all students who have previously studied a musical instrument.  It is expected that students 
electing after school band will participate in the performing group. The band program requires after-school rehearsal time 
and full participation at football games, competitions, parades and other civic and school events. All band students are 
encouraged to study privately when possible. Stress will be placed on individual skill development to foster musical 
independence and leadership. The after school band performs classical, semi-classical, jazz and popular music, as well as 
scores from Broadway shows. Travel to out-of-state festivals, competitions or parades every other year may be a part of the 
program.  Past performances have been at Disney World in Florida and the Apple Blossom and Azalea Festivals in Virginia.  
After School Band may be elected four times for credit.  Prerequisite: previously study of a musical Instrument. 

   
JAZZ BAND HONORS CRS H5565 GRADES 9-12 CR 1 Y 
 
Jazz Band is open to all students through audition or instructor approval. Students will prepare and perform music of 
various jazz styles, including big band, swing and blues. Techniques of jazz improvisation will also be taught. All students 
are required to participate in all performances. Jazz Band may be elected four times for credit. 
 
GUITAR WORKSHOP [E]  CRS H5571 GRADES 9-12 CR 1/2                 S 
 
Guitar Workshop is intended for students who wish to develop and concentrate on skills necessary to play guitar. The 
course concentrates on skills necessary to play guitar, with note reading and tablature included. Students must have access 
to an acoustic guitar. Ensemble and solo performance will be utilized. Guitar Workshop may be elected four times for 
credit. 
 
HISTORY OF ROCK AND ROLL [E]    CRS H5572  GRADES 10-12 CR 1/2                 S 
 
In History of Rock students will get an overview of the development of this unique art form. Beginning with its roots in 
rhythm & blues and gospel the class will trace rock’s history and influences up to the present day. Students will study rock’s 
history through the use of  audio and video examples as well as texts and class discussions. Students will be required to do 
written musical critiques as well as biographical and historical research related to the subject.   
 
FUNDAMENTALS OF MUSIC [E]                   CRS H5575           GRADES 9-12           CR 1/2             S 
  
Fundamentals of Music is a composite course consisting of moderate to advanced ear training, melodic/rhythmic dictation, 
note/ rhythmic notation, aural/visual intervals recognition, major scale construction, song forms,  melodic/harmonic 
structure, beginning arranging/orchestration.  The course is ideal for the beginning serious musician with  moderate 
knowledge of music.  This course is the prerequisite for Music Theory and Notation. 

 

MUSIC THEORY & NOTATION [E]  CRS H5577 GRADES 9-12 CR1/2  S     
 
Music Theory is a continuation of the Fundamentals of Music, but at a more advanced level.  The course will include 
studies in major and minor scales, key signatures, melody, harmony, simple counterpoint, figured bass, compositional 
techniques, hand and MIDI computer notation and techniques of MIDI application.  Playing a musical instrument or 
studying voice is helpful but not required.   Prerequisite:  Fundamentals of Music.    
 
INTRODUCTION TO MUSICAL THEATRE [E] CRS H5579 GRADES  9-12 CR1/2  S 
 
Students will study the basic elements of musical theatre, including acting, singing and stage movement.  They will be 
exposed to a variety of stage music and musical theatre, such as opera, operetta, and “Broadway”.  Students will work on 
the fundamentals of character development through line of action, motivation/goal setting, character biography, and inner 
monologue, and will learn to integrate music into the story-telling process.  In addition, the students will be introduced to 
the basics of technical theatre including lighting, sound, make-up, costuming and set design.  The course will culminate in a 
mandatory performance.  
 
ELECTRONIC KEYBOARD LAB [E] CRS H5570  GRADES 9-12 CR1/2   S 
 
Electronic Keyboard Lab is designed for students who wish to explore and develop the necessary skills in order to play the 
Electronic Keyboard.  Students will be exposed to notes in the treble and bass clefs and their relationship to the keyboard as 
well as how to decipher basic to complex rhythmical notation.  Students will be learning to play melodies as well as basic 
triad and chord formations in order to accompany themselves and others.  Electronic Keyboard Lab may be elected 8 times 
for credit. Limit 16 students per semester based upon available number of keyboards. Course offering is subject to funding. 


